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1 Mahabharata (adapted text)

Read the following Sanskrit passage. Do not write out a translation. Answer all the questions.
Your answers should be in English, with Sanskrit names in transliteration.
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(@) Who was Bhisma? (line 1) [3]
(b) What did Santanu say to Bhisma? (line 2) 2]
(c) Translate ‘ekada tu santanuh nadyah tire acarat’. (line 3) [4]
(d) Translate ‘sah sugandhah sundaryah kanyayah agacchat’. (line 4) [3]

(e) Do you think that Santanu’s behaviour in this passage is inappropriate? Explain your answer.

[3]

[Total: 15]
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2 Mahabharata — Bhagavad Gita

Read the following Sanskrit verses. Do not write out a translation. Answer all the questions. Your
answers should be in English, with Sanskrit names in transliteration.

T & ST wg feafe e | 1
Ty UNTHEG: RIO-TeH [a=aid 1) 2
HAHAEHATHT Tl A | 3
A YNTIRRICHT Hao THEH: || 4

ATHAFHTSHEHSES oH: | 5
ARETITCHYTEE GG JREdT || 6

Chap. 4, verse 38; Chap. 6, verse 29; Chap.10, verse 11

(@) Translate lines 1 and 2. [6]
(b) What does one who is disciplined by yoga see? (line 3) [3]
(c) (i) Translate ‘samadarsanah’. (line 4) [1]

(ii) What type of compound is this? [1]
(d) How is the darkness born of ignorance destroyed? (line 6) 2]

(e) In your opinion, do lines 5 and 6 portray Krsna favourably? Give reasons for your answer. [2]

[Total: 15]

© UCLES 2025 0499/22/M1J/25 [Turn over



3

Sanskrit Epic Civilisation

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

Give two details for each of the following terms:

(i) atman 2]
(i) moksa [2]
(iii) prakrti [2]
(iv) jAana 2]

Srsti is creation, presided over by rajas. Explain what sthiti and pralaya are, and give the
Sanskrit names of the qualities that preside over them. [4]

Earth is the fifth great element with its property smell. Give in English the names of three
other great elements along with their corresponding properties in English. [6]

The vital breath of life divides into five functions. One of these is apana, the breath that
excretes. Give the Sanskrit name for another of these functions, along with its English
explanation. [2]

Give details for each of the following literary terms:

(i) yogasatrani [2]
(i) Sruti [2]
(iii)  Siksa [1]

Write a short essay of about 100 words, in English, on one of these two topics:

EITHER
(i) If you were studying Sanskrit literature further, what would you be interested in
researching, and why?

OR
(i) In your opinion, are the divine beings in Sanskrit literature relevant to today’s world?
[10]

[Total: 35]
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4 Pafcatantra

Read the following Sanskrit passage. Do not write out a translation. Answer all the questions.
Your answers should be in English, with Sanskrit names in transliteration.

A jackal finds a lion in a cave.

FifgAES TEd AW T ufdequfa & 1 |/ 1
FalGATaYT INHA AR 7 FREU TaAmHE | 2
AAATEHAEHY Hedl IR TegRa<ame — 3
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(@) Where did the lion live? (line 1) [1]

(b) Translate ‘ksutksamakanthah’. (line 2) [3]

(c) Translate ‘tatas castamanasamaye mahatim giriguham asadya pravistah’. (line 3) [6]

(d) What does the lion think? (line 4) [3]

(e) (i) Translate ‘tatsvamr. (line 5) 2]

(ii) What type of compound is this? [1]

(f) What does the jackal think when he sees the footprints of the lion? (line 7) [1]

(g) This story teaches a lesson, or moral. What is the moral at the end of this story, and how do
the actions of the lion and the jackal show this moral? [4]

(h) What typical features of stories from the Pafcatantra are found in this passage? [4]
[Total: 25]
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